POMPADOUR DABBLES IN POLITICS
At the close of the interview. Pompadour said farewell to
the president, who had been fascinated but unshaken; and as
her power of argument, supported by her thorough acquain-
tance with history, had both failed, she finally attempted the
seduction of pathos and said:

1 see I will gain nothing by arguing with you. None the
less I sympathize with you in your trouble: I have been a
mother and I know what it must cost you to leave your son in
that state!'

H'speaks well for the strength of the man's political con-
victions that he did not give in. He proudly declared to Pom-
padour that he wanted to place in the King's service 'the son
of a man of honour and not the son of a dishonoured man',
and that he would feel very uncomfortable if he ceded to her
wishes: he would rather become a Capucin friar.

At last three French armies were sent across the Rhine, of
which one was commanded by the marechal d'Estrees. Kau-
nitz wrote gratefully to Pompadour, saying he knew 'the
elevation of her soul and the lively interest she takes in the
glory of the King and the happiness of France', Stahremberg
wrote to Kaunitz in this same month of June (1757):

'I only came back from Versailles at 2 o'clock after mid-
night, having been kept back to supper by Mme de Pompa-
dour, where one drank very heartily to the health of S.M.
1'Imperatrice.'

Instead of d'Estrees, Pompadour wanted one of her friends,
the prince de Soubise, to lead the army. Though upright, he
was full of overweening assurance: he had charmed her by
promising to conquer and assuring her that his victories
would cover her with reflected glory. From that moment, a
pinprick war was begun against d'Estrees, who could not be
openly replaced by Soubise without infuriating all the mar-
shals of France, for the latter was younger than any of them.
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